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uouin, in thes answer there is still a fourth factor which completes thé
sum of the elements which have irritated those who look at our laws in of
superficial manner. Here we have at once the beginning of 2 10, a *protecd
tive fence”’, a 13277 Mn. God had only forbidden eating the fruit of thej

tree. Eve declares that even touching it is prohibited. This was a “fence-
i law”, which Adam's conscientiousness had added to God's_prohibition, to.
) Srotect_himself from transgressing it. We can see therefrom how,_tbgsmeJ
owaro and MM are formed quite naturally from the conscientiousness that;
the observance of the Laws of God expect from us. But at the same time-

our sages admonish us nX y3p1 wip' XYW prwa By P YTA0 DR AwYD x'?w-_g:
F1e 13 wan &Y e my arem o Tmy unn I9OR DA Bk 872p0 79 Myt
mYama XY AR PRMPRa NIRT RYT Ms YR YHY ADRT AW AR N IMaEn,
They warn us not to exaggerate and to set the fence too high, lest it fall in |
and destroy the plants it was placed to protect. God had said: "as soon.
as you eat of it you will dic”, but she said, quite untruthfully, that God had
[( said “touch it not or you will die”. The serpent caught at thi;__f_a.lschood.;
1t pushed Eve against the tree, and then said: “see, you have not died by
touching it, so you will also not die through eating it”. (v 73 and Pk’
101 '7). They warn us never to lose sight of the origin and the importange:
of these "Tence-taws~ ordered By Jewish conscientiousness, always to keeRi
ytin_mind that th are_man-made and not God-made, ‘not RMWNY, only
a5 1otig 2 we remember this do they serve us as Wafning and peotection.
1f We-forget-that-this 1§ their ¢hafacter, then transgressing them will just
lead more easily to trangressing the real God's law too. This danger the
sages always bear in_mind themselves, and always take great care to make
7J¢it evident that their @0 and M M are only such, and to differentiate them
from the men which are X7, Adam erred therein that he transmitted
the touching of the tree with the eating hereof as being equally forbidden

by God.
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